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Adding realism and depth to a layout with shadows is a skill that can be tricky to master. Separating the 
shadow from the object and warping it just one way of creating realism. 
To add a shadow to this leaf, choose the layer of the object and double click to open the layer style palette 

 
Select Drop Shadow from the menu at left and adjust the settings as desired. Here I have increased the 
distance and size slightly and reduce the Opacity. Select OK to apply 

 
Now right click on the effect layer (or the fx symbol) and choose Create Layer. Click OK at the warning 
dialogue if it appears. 
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The shadow is now in a separate layer. 

 
Now select Edit> Transform> Warp 

 
Use the warp frame to manipulate the shadow by pulling and pushing on the points. 

 
Use the Opacity to soften the shadow if required. 

 
When you are satisfied with the result, click on the move tool to apply. 



This tutorial is provided by www.Scrapbook-Bytes.com. 
All tutorials are copyright the individual designer. No portion of any tutorial may be duplicated or reproduced without the 

permission of both Scrapbook-Bytes and the original writer / creator of the content. 
 

 
Using the dodge and burn tools on the object and further enhance the illusion, here it is used to darken the 
top part of the leaves. You can see I’ve pulled the shadow on the journal spot also so that it looks as if it 
lifts from the page. 

 
I’ ve used the same method to add a shadow to the string. I’ve also cut up the shadow and rearranged the 
layering to ensure that the shadow is arranged correctly. As well as erasing parts of the shadow so the 
depth varies where it gets closer and then away from the background. 
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Manipulating shadow details can help create a new dimension on your layouts, take the advice Neisha 
offers in the October 2008 Newsletter and get real! 
 
Layout Credits: One Perfect Day by shelleyrae designs; Summer Picnic by shelleyrae designs, scraplift 
from Cindys732003 View layout HERE: http://www.scrapbook-
bytes.com/gallery/showphoto.php?photo=296190&ppuser=10 


